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Sp. ‘i Summary 
» Cog agiges:to accompany Sam and Twitch back to their 
office to-ansWer additional questions but vanishes from the 


“hoyi Is #0 Back in Rat City, Al Simmons prepares for 
his Teunion<with-Wanda like an eager groom. When he dis- 
covers that fisifa e has returned to its burned appearance, 
he vents ragé-and frustration. Cog then counsels Spawn and 
points. out nisin on earth. Later, still stung by Al’s 
claimjon Wan a Terry is uncooperative when Al tells him he 
* would like to continue their plans to bring Wynn down. 
Searivnite, Wanda begins to wonder about Cyan’s bond to 
wthe. sopther-on-a-shoelace when she becomes enraged 
qyren Shanna snatches it away from her. 
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FOR THE PAST HALF- DAY, THE EASTERN SEABOARD HAS BRACED ITSELF 
AGAINST A FORRES, TOF RAINFALL. TO EVERYONE'S RELIEF IT FINALL 
APPEARS TO HAVE SUBSIDED. 


Y 
THE BLACKENED SKIES LINGER ON, THOUGH-- 


AS HAVE 
WE ALL. SO, THAT 
MEANS NONE OF 
THE OTHER ITEMS 
ON THE LIST 
WERE PROCURED 
THEN, EITHER. 


TOMORROW, 


I'LL MAKE IT 
A PRIORITY. 


THE CACOPHONOUS RUMBLING ST/LL ANNOUNCING THE SPORADIC 
LIGHTNING THAT SPIKES EARTHWARD. 


Or CASIONALLY; ONE SUCH ELECTRICAL FORK, STRIKING 


DOMLY, WILL HITA PARTICULARLY SENSIT/ ae ee 
CONSTRUCT. INSTANTLY; A GRID PATTERN OF 


CIT 
DWELLERS 1S DEPRIVED OF THEIR LIGHTS AND OPPLIANC ES. 


he 


"77H 
MLL; 


= 


wa tt 


JUST WANT TO. HUN 
DOWN THAT bitin IO3TRO 
DUDE. ASK HIM Y HE 
PULLED THAT DISAPREAR- 
ING ACT ON US THE 
OTHER NIGHT. * 


* LAST ISSUE --Tow. 


}\ WE'RE BACK IN 
BUSINESS 


= 
































TH 
OF THEM FOR 
QUESTIONING, / YEAH, 
KAY. 
JUST LET ME 


CLEAN UP MY 
LITTLE MESS 
HERE. 


HEY! Is 





S ‘KNOW, 

I'M SURPRISED 
THE GENERATOR’S 
KICKED IN SO WELL. 

YOU WERE 
BEGINNING TO MAKE 
ME BELIEVE THIS 


PLACE WAS JUST 
A MONEY PIT. 


HEY ! YOU HEAR 


ies THAT? IT's THE ELEVATOR 
MOVING ! 


NINE O'CLOCK 
APPOINTMENT, 


PELL, 
MR YRD. 
How ARE YOU Py 
THIS FINE 
EVENING? 










Ae) 'T BEGINS. ENTER, THE 1 THEN 
BELLIGERANT CLIENT WITH A THE ALIENS... 
SHAM OF A CASE WHO'S LOOKING THE GREYS, YOU 

RE THAN KNOW... TRIED 

ANOTHER OF THEIR 
WEIRD, KINKY. 

THEIR OWN PROBLEMS, EXPERIMENTS ON 
1S SOMETHING THEY HAVE ME BEFORE 

RARELY ENCOUNTERED: 


A PAYING 
CUSTOMER. 


COURSE. < 
THOSE WERE 
TURNED /NS/DE - 
OUT. THE 
PAJAMAS. 






ar —__ a 


A FEW MOMENTS 












p C'MON * 
OUTS YOUR 

PAL SAID YOU 
WANTED TO 
HANDLE THIS 

WHILE iy STEPPED 





WW WINTER'S BITING COLD 
1S JUST A FEW WEEKS 
AWAY. THE RAINFALL, 
THOUGH SUBSIDED, HAS 
SATURATED THE NIGHTAIR. 


HE 
GESTURES 
FOR A 
MOMENT OF 
SILENCE, THE 


TIME - RAVAGEOE, 
WALLS FIND 
IMAGINITIVE 
WAYS TO PASS 
ANOTHER E 
PUNISHING 
EVENING. 


I 
SOMETHING LIKE 


ARM’ JANNEY 
» BACKIN '78. 

















THAT SINCE ‘ONE- 





THANK YOUN 
THANK YOU, 


7 JUST MAKE SURE WW 


YOU SPREADTHE Wy 


ON ALL 
CHALLENGERS 
FOR A PACK OF 
CIGARETTES. 





Y SH 
YOUR MOUTH IF 
YOU KNOW WHAT'S 
GOOD FOR YOU, 
BOBBY. 


SEE, THE 
DIFFERENCE 

Bee ccnive AND 
ACCEPTED ey, LIFE -- 
RUNNING AROUND 
SCRAPING FOR EVERY : 

CRUMB. WELL, UNLIKE 

YOU, J EXPECT TO 
GET OUT OF 


ae a e 
= ==> 


ASS : 


COMFORT IN 
KNOWING I'VE 
GOT TO ENDURE 
ANOTHER FOUR 
MONTHS OF 
FREEZING. 


PURPOSE, JOHN. | 

INCLUDING YOU. | 

SO GET OFF YOUR 
HIGH HORSE. 


E, BUT 
IT DON’ T MEAN 
WE SHOULD 
SCURRY AROUND, 
LIKE RATS AFRAID 





AND WE'RE 
THE ONES CAUGHT 
IN THE CROSSFIRE. 
SO YOU TELL ME, 
WHAT THE CHRIST 

Is HIS PLIRPOSE 


ERE? 
+. OTHER 
THAN GIVING 
YOU SOMEONE 
TO BROWN- 
NOSE. 


IF YOU THINK 
WE'RE ALL HAPPY WITH 
WHERE WEARE, YOU'RE AN : 
IDIOT. BUT THAT DON'TMEAN Vv 
WE'RE GONNA STOP BELIEVING 
IN THINGS. AND RIG 


PARED TO THE POWER 
OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 


D EXCELLENT, 
HAVE NOTHING JULIO. 
EITHER. ANDLOOK 
WHAT HE BECAME. 
SO, IF NOTHING 
ELSE, THAT GIVES 
HOPE. R 


HONESTLY? I 
DON’T KNOW. BUT I 
LEARNED LONG AGO 
NOT TO QUESTION THE 
FATE GOD HAS CHOSEN 


e\ 
Fi, FOR EACH OF US. 


A 
THE LINE WE NEED 
TO PUTA LITTLE OF 
OUR FAITH INTO 
PRACTICE. LIKE ‘DO 
UNTO OTHERS AS 
OU WOL 





THE ONLY 
THING I'VE GOT 
LEFT FROM MY PAST. WHEN HER 
MY LITTLE GIRL GAVE MOM DIED FROM 
CANCER WE BOTH 
FELL APART. I WASN'T 
STRONG ENOUGH FOR 
HER --1 STARTED 
DRINKING. SUZIE GOT 
INTO DRUGS. BUT THEN 
Se Eee icy 
. 4 , 
oo ae FOUND A WAY TO 
YEARS o1D fg CARRY ON. 


ALREADY ON THE 
STREETS. HAD LOST 
EVERYTHING TO MY 
ALCOHOLISM. SHE 
TOLD ME, “THIS IS 

Al REMINDER OF 

\ WHAT'S WAITING 
if YOU WANT 


SO SHE 

TOOK THE TIME 
TO FIND YOU IN 
THE ALLEYS SO 
SHE COULD TELL 
YOU SHE'D BE 
THERE IF YOU GOT 

YOUR LIFE 

TOGETHER. 


WASTE THIS TIME 
ON EARTH BUT 
THERE'S STILLA 
CHANCE TO SEE 
HER.,, AND 
YOUR WIFE... 
IN HEAVEN. 
FOREVER. 


YOU MUST 
BECOME BORN 
AGAIN. IT'S YOUR 
ONLY HOPE. ACCEPT 
JESUS INTO YOUR 

HEART. 





SOQ WHAT'RE IT'S NOT 
YOU TRYING TO (7 OUR DEEDS 
THAT GET US 


YEAH. SAY, THAT THOSE ' / 
a INTO THE LORD'S 
itis KINGDOM, BUT 
WHETHER YOU 
EMBRACE JESUS 
CHRIST AS YOUR 
SAVIOR. 


YOU MIND 

YOUR OWN 

BUSINESS, 
SPOOK. 


1 AsKeo 
You A 
QUESTION! 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT MAKES 
ME PUKE ABOUT 
E SS 


RELIGION? IT'S THE 
SEPARATION. IF YOU «. ONE 
AIN'T GOOD ENOUGH, CONSIDERED TO BE THE 
OR YOU DON'T FOLLOW i 7 WORST POSSIBLE FATE A 
Nf HUMAN COULD HAVE IMPOSED_ ¥ 
! ON HIM. OR ATLEAST THE MOST 
U'RE D P HORRIBLE THINGS THEM 
BANISHED INTO 
AN EER 


YS TO UNSEEN FORCES ARE 
Bae STUPID. THAT'S IT. JUST 
PLAIN OLD IGNORANT. 
BUT BELIEVERS, THEY GO 
WAY BEYOND THAT. 
THEY ACCEPT THAT THEIR 
GOD WILL TORTURE 
AND PUNISH A SOUL 
N WAYS TO 


IMAGINE 





IT'D BE 
LIKE ME THINKING 
OF THE WORST THING 
1 COULD COME UP WITH. 


G 
SCREWED BY AN are all 
WHILE HAVING POK 
SHOVED IN HER eves. BUT 
I WOULDN'T DO THAT, : 
AND I AIN'T A FRACTION 
AS LOVING AS A 
THEIR SUPPOSED 
GOD. 


Oh, AND THE 
LAS TIME I ROECKED, 
GOD'S THE ONE WHO 
DECRIMINATES. iF Wa DON'T 
BEND A KNEE THEN IT’S OFF TO 
SATAN YA GO. BU7, I'VE YET TO 
HEAR THE DEV/L REJECT ANY- 
ONE. NEVER HEARD HIM SAY, "77 
SORRY, S/R, BUT IT APPEARS 
YOU'RE TOO GOOD FOR US.” 
NOPE! HIS DOOR IS OPEN TO ANY- 
ONE. ANYTIME. HE DOESN'T 
CARE WHO OR WHAT YOU ARE. 
EVERYONE IS ACCEPTED. 
SEEMS LIKE IT'S THE DEVIL 
WHO MIGHT BE A LITTLE 
MORE E GENEROUS 


JUDGEMENT. 


You aS 


Al STANDS 


SHOULD JOIN 
THIS ENOLESS 
DEBATE. 





re Anwie WHEN THE 
{ 

4 BELIEVED, JUSTLIKE NN pee. 
YOU 010, THAT LIFE 15 JUST Py TELL, LIES SOME- 
ABOUT TODAY. BUT THAT Jit le itl TEE 

CHANGED WHEN THEY as ae a 
TURNED ME INTO BLACK AND WHITE 
WHAT 1 AM STEREOTYPES WE'VE 
On Y BEEN TAUGHT 
ABOUT HEAVEN fF 
1 GUARANTEE You, hs ANO HELL ff 

THERE t§ GOODAND EviL, é : 

ANO EACH TAKES MANY 

FORMS, BUT THAT DOESN'T 

MEAN THEY RESEMBLE 
ANYTHING THE BIBLE 
TEACHES US. 


— 4 


GREY AREA 
THAT EVERYTHING CONTROL US, BUT 
LIVES IN«) WHERE BECAUSE THEY 
NEITHER GOD NOR DON'T. NOT REALLY. 
SATAN 15 TRULY GOOD THESE OUTSIDE 
OR Evit. ANO THAT'S . FORCES GIVE US 
WHAT MAKES IT OPTIONS, BUT THEY 
ALL THE MORE DON'T DECIDE. WE 
CHILLING. 2 DO. WE CREATE 
OUR OWN 
JUOGEMENT 
DAYS. 





SO CLING 
TO YOUR USELESS 
DELUSIONS OF WHY 
WE'RE ALL STUCK IN 
THIS CESSPOOL. KEEP 
TELLING YOURSELVES 
THERE’S SOME 
DEEPER MEANING. 
Z LIKE TO DEAL 
WITH REALITY. 


NO. PLEASE, 
NOT THIS. GOD- 
DAMN YOU, JOHN! 
LOOK WHAT YOU'VE 

DONE /. 


MY CRYSTAL... 
YOU... YOUN. 


I'M SORRY, SUZIE, 


IT WASN'T 
MY FAULT. 


LIKE_A CHIUD WHO'S SEEN 
HIS FAVORITE TOY BREAK 
AIGHT BEFORE HIS EVES, 
BOBBY WEEPS... BUT IN 
NEAR SILENCE, TO HIDE HIS. 
DEEP LOSS FROM THE OTHERS. 





SPAWN STARES AT THIS ag Maas WHOSE 





wa 5 ITSELF IS SHATTERED 


ae 


DESPERATELY TO GATHER 
BROKEN PIECES ©. 
© PRECIOUS GLAS. a 


WILLYOL 
Y LISTEN TO YOUR- 
SELF?! WHAT'CHA 


END YOUR MISERY. AULL 
YOURSELF. THEN YOU 
WON'T HAVE TO WORRY 
LOWER ‘CAUSE AS i yl ABOUT BEING A 
FAR AS THE WORLD'S ee ; LOSER NO 
CONCERNED WE'RE 
ALREADY AT THE 
BOTTOM. 4 


BUT YOU WON'T. 

7 KNOW WHY? ‘CAUSE 
YOU'RE LIKE ME THAT 
WAY, YOU'RE AFRAID. AND 
YOU'RE HOLDING OUT FOR 
THE ONE FAINT HOPE WE 

ALt HAVE... THAT A 
MIRACLE WILL 
HAPPEN... 





WE KNOCK 
OVER THE PAWN N 
SHOP AFTER i ota 


SCAPEGOAT A 
COUPLE DAYS LATER. 
THE POOR SAP WILL BE 
WEARING CEMENT 
BOOTS BEFORE THE 
WOPS GET WIND 
OF THIS. 


oF; AIELESS 
INNOCENT BE ING 
PUNISHED FOR SINS 


HEISTED MON 


THAT L 
WILL LAST Lie BARELY 


THREE 





EE 

BE 

a 
H 


WHIC 
MEANS THE RED 
LIGHT DISTRICT 
i ee WITH 

\ NOTHING BUT 
AMATED RS. 


SOUNDS 

LIKE AN 
INVITATION. 
EXACTLY. 


Li, i isn 
Sickie 


72 HOURS OF \ 
PARTIAL BLISS \ 








DON'T WANT TO 
ANSWER TOA 
HIGHER POWER. IT 
JUST MAKES IT EASIER 
FOR YOU TO MAKE UP 
YOUR OWN RULES. 
15 THAT IT, 
JOHNNY? 


Riot WANTING 


10 CONDEMN i 
PEOPLE TOA oS 
LIVING HELL. BUT A PICK BEING 
CONDEMNING : * SOME FRIGGIN’ 
THEM To DEATH, é , \ FREAK INA 
YIP... l FAGGOT 
COSTUME? 


WE CHOOSE 
WHAT We 
BECOME. Hf 


SUPPOSED 
TO MAKE YOU 
BETTER MAYBE 
THAN US? YOU'VE TRICKED 
SOME OF THOSE \ 
FOOLS, BUT THERE'S 
A FAR GREATER 
SPLIT BETWEEN THOSE 
WHO WANT YOU HERE 


THAT'S 
NOT MY 





/ Ste, 
TOUGH GUY. 
WHETHER You LIKE IT 
Wf OR NOT. THEY EXPECT MY 
f HELP. SOME EVEN BELIEVE 
1 'M SOME KIND OF GUAROIAN 
ANGEL. WELL, MY OWN LIFE 
MAY BE COMPLETELY 
SCREWED UP BUT I'M 
NOT WILLING TO ABAN- 
DON THOSE I'VE BEEN 
FORCED TO LIVE 


CREATE 
ALIENATION. IT'S , You 
Been cinice HYPOCRITICAL 
RELIGION STARTED COWARD. I 
IT. WHY SHOULD 


I FIGHT IT? 





WELL, I'M 
NOT GOING 
ANYPLACE ANO 
NEITHER ARE THEY. 
50. If YOU CAN'T 
ABIDE BY OUR 
RULES THEN MAYBE 
IT'S TIME TO 





NOT 
BLOODY 
LIKELY. 








YOU CAME BY WE'VE 
BEEN HIDING ‘CAUSE 


OFALL THE | 
ATTENTION YOU'VE 
BROUGHT ON 
THE PLACE. 


THEY * 
FORCED US TO 
HIDE IN THE 
SHADOWS LIKE A 
BUNCH OF 


WHIPPED 
DOGS. 


BECAUSE 
OF YOU! 













of ray 
EES) oe 7 aa 
7 «new ou WERE YG wy s-. 
SOME KINDA Z | a <i LSE” 
ABORTION. LIKE | aL! La 


A VAMPIRE OR 
SOME- 


: WN HISSES HIS 
THREAT HE CAN'T STOP 


AY 


Hitt ” cam 
AGAINST THIS ASSAULT. v z= 
= \ | a 


YOU'VE GOT 
THAT BACKWARDS, 
PUNKASS. RIGHT, 

BOYS? 





—, 


THE SPRAY OF. 
BULLETS SHREDS 
SYMBIOTE AND 
NECROFL ESH /N 
TURN. SLAMMING 
THE HELLSPAWN 
BACK WITH THE 
FORCE OF AIN 
ELEPHANTS 
REAR KICK-- 


~- TOPPLING THE QUARTER - 
TON TARGET LIKE A SMALL 
REDWOOQOD UNDER THE 


LOGGER'S AX. 


THROUGH PUNCTURED 

LARVNX THE DOWNED 

CREATURE GASPS FORAIR, 
S CONVULSING WITH EACH 


= 


DESPERATE BREATH -- 


--ST/tL BARELY 
COMPREHENDING 
THAT HIS OLITER 
SHELL, HIS SELF - 


4d AWARE SOURCE OF 


PROTECTION, HAS 
SOMEHOW BEEN 
‘SHLIT DOWN’. 


HOW'S IT 
FEELTO BEON 
THE RECEIVING 

END FORA 

CHANGE? 





Go 
SCREW 
YOURSELF. 


YOU ARE. MAKE 
} LIKE THIS tS 
JUST SOME 
GODDAMN 
JOKE. 


WELL, 
HERE'S ONE: 
“WHAT'S THE 
LAST THING THAT 


TIME TO 
SAY YOUR 
PRAYERS. 

GOODNIGHT, 
P: SPOOK. 





EMPIRA 





